[Effect of synovial fluid from rheumatoid arthritis patients on leukocyte migration].
By means of the migration inhibition test, the influence of the synovial fluid of rheumatoid arthritis patients on normal blood lymphocytes was investigated. There was the hypothesis that the migration inhibitory factor is already formed in the synovial membrane of rheumatoid arthritis patients. In 35 cases a migration inhibition could be demonstrated, in 3 cases the migration of normal lymphocytes remained uninfluenced, in 6 cases a migration enhancement occurred. The demonstration of the rheumatic factor in the synovial fluids used was partly positive, partly negative. Especially the demonstration of a migration enhancement--this phenomenon could be reproduced repeatedly--cannot yet be interpreted unequivocally and requires further investigations.